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What is a citizens' assembly 
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A mechanism of deliberative democracy, bringing together a diverse and representative sample of the population to deliberate and elaborate well 
informed recommendations for policy making decisions.
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Design  Thinking and Value-Based approach
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Entrepreneurs Policy-makers Social Partners

Civil society

ExpertsAcademics

Citizens

• Climas has involved broad target 
groups in co-creating tools from 
early phases to final testing. 

From as many communities as 
possible across several EU regions, 
regardless of physical, cognitive, 
sensorial conditions, socio-economic 
or education levels

Stakeholder Engagement
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From citizen deliberation to recommendations

The right to participate in climate decision-making has been reaffirmed as a 

human right through the Action Climate Empowerment UNFCCC agenda. CAs 

are doing incredible work to hold local and national authorities accountable to 

focus their commitments on the needs of the citizens. 
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Citizens' recommendations 

1. Political incidence

2. Advocacy

3. Climate Assemblies through a bottom-up process of 

recommendations definition: Information, individual and collective 

empowerment, table of deliberation. In this context, the facilitation 

plays a key role.

Three forms of getting in the climate change policies
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6 weekends sessions

Nov 2023 – Feb 2024

Age: 17 to 75
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Overview of the Catalan CA – Regional level

100 participants

2 Ministries involved

Decentralised 

Incentives and inclusivity

Professional Facilitation team

83% attendance

Results
48 recommendations 

for the Catalan 
Government

3 Focus areas

Climate Change

Agrifood system

Energy Transition
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30 citizens

Randomly drawn 

from the civic 

registry of the 

municipality

Three weekend sessions 

September –

November 2024

(39 working hours)

Results

4 principles,

16 recommendations

Question

How should the future land use in the 

municipality of Edermünde be done and 

organized - in view of climate change and 

climate impact adaptation?

Overview of the Edermünde CA – Rural community level
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5 weekends sessions

Sept 2024 – Nov 2024

Age: 17 to 75
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Overview of Riga CA – City level

35 participants

Representation of different levels of 

education, occupation, political 

affiliation and income, 

95% of Attendance

Results
41 recommendations 

for the Riga City Greening 
Plan for 2027–2031

4 Focus areas

Bringing biodiversity in the city

Rain waters

Heat islands

Access to green territories
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IMPACTS

- Social impact / Awareness and Trust

- Institutional Impact

- Policy impact

The first two can be raised with all kinds of 

participatory processes, the policy impact can 

only be obtained through Citizen Assemblies

FOCUS

- Ensure political commitment

- Define a  specific task

- Identify political dilemmas: a mandate 

to address trade offs

- Effective and meaningful metrics

- Project in future scenarios

Our value based methodology focuses  on how defining political dilemmas and 
maximise policy impact
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General question

How to meet a decarbonised system by 

2050?

IT’S TOO BROAD, ONLY SUITABLE FOR 

EXPERTS,

Moreover political decisions to be taken 

shall go beyond the technical solutions

Questions addressing controversies to identify 
trade-offs

Are we able to do something? What barriers are 
there

Why the possible solutions (e.g. for 
decarbonising the energy system) have not been 
implemented?

Why isn’t there consensus?

What impacts do these infrastructures have on 
biodiversity? How do we address them 
collectively?

Methodology: DILEMMAS
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Dilemmatic Question

To build a sustainable energy model that 
helps reduce emissions and address the 
impacts of climate change, the use of 
renewable energy is essential. Achieving 
this would bring significant benefits, but 
also requires the construction of 
numerous facilities, which can have other 
impacts on the land and communities.

Methodology: EXAMPLE OF A POLITICAL DILEMMA

12

Dilemmatic Question

What criteria should be applied to 

decide or prioritize the deployment of 

renewable energy infrastructure and itls 

location, considering both its benefits 

and its impacts and costs on the 

territory and community?
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Example: Future Scenario Building tool tested in Edermünde 

Forecasting approach

3 hours
A vision journey: 

Edermünde in 2045

Discuss objectives 
and priorities for six 

different types of land 
use

Define key drivers / 
influencing factors for 

objectives

Four principles:

1. Establish climate as a decision-making criterion for land use. 

2. Edermünde should become greener - strengthen climate 
adaptation, biodiversity and quality of life. 

3. Net-zero standard - unseal as much as possible, seal as little as 
possible. 

4. Land development through dialogue: We, the citizens, help shape 
it! 
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Thank you for your 
attention!

Floridea Di Ciommo

floridea.diciommo@cambiamo.net

cambiaMO
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